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I
n a festival-mad city, Vancouver•s
Cherry Blossom Festival, launched
last year by Linda Poole, is the qui-
etest and the cheapest. 

What does it cost to go outside and look
at a Japanese cherry tree? How noisy can
that be? And when the city•s 36,000 cher-
ry trees are in bloom, you know it•s
spring.

Actually, it•s somewhat less than 36,000
now. A considerable number of cherry
trees were mortally wounded by the
recent snow, Poole sadly notes. But the
arborists have promised her new ones.

Last year•s festival was a hit from the

get-go, though by nature it•s almost too
quiet to quantify. This coming year•s fes-
tival has already spun off into auxiliary
functions, which include plein-air blos-
som painting, a blossom watch photo con-
test, a Cherry Jam downtown concert,
trolley tours, the Blossom Dragon Boat
Regatta and arborcultural and garden
talks.

And the big one, if the word •bigŽ can
be applied here to something so delicate:
the haiku invitational.

Haiku, the 17-syllable poem of the
Japanese, seems the ideal form in which
to appreciate the ephemerality and grace
of the cherry blossom tree, the poem
exploding with sensory impression in
much the way that a cherry tree bursts
into an awesome supernova of colour and
beauty.

Last year, the VCBF haiku committee
„ who are among the festival•s 40 volun-
teers „ received about 1,000 submissions
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CONTEST  Blossom
fest•s haiku deadline is
early in the new year

Let poetry explode like
a cherry tree in bloom

Cherry Blossom Festival director Linda Poole under a tree in Queen Elizabeth Park.

by 540 writers from 27 countries
and were judged in the categories
of best Canadian, best American,
best international and best youth
(18 years and under).

� Helen Baker of North Van-
couver won with:

the long road
boughs of white blossoms
light the way
� The best U.S. haiku was by

Barry Goodmann of Hackensack,
N. J., and isn•t it nice?:

cherry blossoms
I fold my resumé
into a crane
� Best international poem was

Rosa Clement•s from Manaus,
Brazil:

cherry tree

even the blind woman
picks blossoms
� And especially poignant is 13-

year-old Sophia Frentz•s entry
from Tauranga, New Zealand
(note the rhythm):

stopped in traffic „
on my window
cherry blossom
You•ll notice not all of them sub-

scribe to the 17 syllable rule in a 5-
7-5 rhythm. Poole explains that
Japanese words tend to be longer
than their English counterparts, so
literal translations end up as Eng-
lish poems with fewer than 17 syl-
lables. Most view the haiku as a
poem in three lines of 17 or fewer
syllables. 

She uses a beautiful phrase in

itself to describe the sensory
effect of the haiku•s use of pure,
concrete images: •a moment of
intuition.Ž It is a moment. There•s
something very Zen-like about a
good haiku.

The VCBF invites anyone of any
age to submit an entry by Jan. 11.
Pull up www.vcbf.ca for contest
information.

TransLink, the sponsor, has
agreed to feature selected haiku
on more than 400 buses and Sky-
Trains. 

Winning haiku poems wil l
become part of a permanent
memorial stone at Burrard Sky-
train Station under the cherry tree
planted last year to commemorate
the inaugural 2006 festival.


